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BIG GORILLA IS WATCHING YOU

- Day One and 6 Primates Enter the Big Gorilla House -
Forget Big Brother Housemates, this summer it’s all about PRIMATES as the gorilla enclosure at Chessington World of Adventures in Surrey is given a Big Brother-style makeover - complete with hidden cameras to document the every move of its resident Western Lowland gorillas.
Secret web cams have been installed in every part of the Big Gorilla House, and from tomorrow (Friday) will stream live 24 hour footage onto Facebook, showing the residents going about their everyday monkey business. 

Michael Riozzi, Gorilla Keeper at Chessington Zoo, said: “It is a well known fact that gorillas are closely related to humans, and nowhere is this more evident than in the Big Brother House. We thought we’d flip the show on its head and give Brits the chance to see real-life apes monkeying around for a change.” 

Throughout the summer, the Primates will be set a number of challenges to complete, which will give them the chance to increase their weekly Banana Budget. 
Michael Riozzi added: “Our band of gorillas are a fascinating bunch and have kept me entertained on a daily basis for the past 30 years. I can’t wait to let the rest of the country into the secret lives of the residents of our very own Planet of the Apes.”
Now it’s time to meet the Primates…
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Watch the live stream at: www.facebook.com/Chessington
Follow Big Gorilla on Twitter at: @BigGorilla2011

-Ends-

For more press info, contact the Chessington press office on 020 7343 3224 

or email chessington.team@clarioncomms.co.uk
Notes to Picture Editors:
· High Resolution images of Chessington World of Adventures Resort and Holiday Inn Chessington are available for the media to download free of charge from www.chessington.com/press  
Notes to Editors:
· Chessington World of Adventures Resort is open from 26 March to 31 October 2011, with Chessington Zoo and SEA LIFE centre also open at weekends during November and December for Zoo Days. There will also be special Winter Zoo Days on 10 – 11 December and 17 December 2011 – 1 January 2011 (excluding 25 December). Visit www.chessington.com for further information
· Discover the perfect family get away at the resort’s safari-themed Holiday Inn Chessington, where you can enjoy themed rooms, an indoor swimming pool & spa and the fantastic, new African-themed restaurant called Zafari Bar & Grill. For more information visit www.chessington.com 
· Chessington World of Adventures Resort is part of MERLIN ENTERTAINMENTS GROUP is the leading name in location-based, family entertainment, and has seen the most successful and dynamic growth of any company in the sector over the last five years.  Europe’s Number 1 and the world’s second-largest visitor attraction operator, 70 attractions, six hotels/two holiday villages in 16 countries and across four continents.  The company aims to deliver memorable and rewarding experiences to its more than 40 million visitors worldwide, through its iconic global and local brands, and the commitment and passion of its managers and more than 15,000 employees. Merlin Entertainments’ brands include – SEA LIFE – the world’s biggest aquarium brand; Madame Tussauds, LEGOLAND, The London Eye, Dungeons, Gardaland, LEGOLAND Discovery Centres, Alton Towers Resort, Warwick Castle, Thorpe Park, Chessington World of Adventures, Sydney Aquarium, Sydney Tower Observatory and Skywalk,  Sydney Wildlife World,Heide Park and Earth Explorer
· Family ticket (2 adults and 2 children under 12) only £88.80 when booking in advance on the web. (On-the-Gate-Rate is £102 for a Family ticket.)  Family tickets for other family group sizes are also available – check regularly online for sensational offers!

· Advance booking rates: £27.90 adults, £20.26 children (11 years and under).  On-the-Gate-Rates: £37.20 adults, £27 children (11 years and under).  Special rates apply on Zoo Days
· Groups of ten or more can enjoy discounted rates: Pre Book and pay £22.20 per adult and £18.00 for children (11 and under)
· A Merlin Annual Pass gives you 12 months entry into top UK attractions including Alton Towers Resort Theme Park, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures Resort, LEGOLAND® Windsor, The EDF Energy London Eye, The Dungeons, Warwick Castle, SEA LIFE centres & Sanctuaries, Madame Tussauds London, Madame Tussauds Blackpool (from April), the Blackpool Tower Dungeon (from Sept) and the Blackpool Tower attractions (from Sept). You can choose either a Standard or Premium Merlin Annual Pass. As well as unlimited entry to our attractions whenever you like, with a Premium Pass you can enjoy complimentary parking and no exclusion dates. Standard Passes start from just £129.60 online for an individual. For more information visit www.annual-pass.com or why not enjoy a year full of adventures with a Chessington Annual Pass?  Visit www.chessington.com for more information
· Prices correct at time of going to print – visit www.chessington.com for latest offers

· Height restrictions may apply on certain rides
· Express passes and special offers are available online when booking in advance on www.chessington.com
· Follow us on Twitter; www.twitter.com/cwoa or become a fan on Facebook; www.facebook.com/chessington and watch our latest videos on YouTube www.youtube.com/wwwchessingtoncom
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