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4th November
Chessington Zoo honoured for Conservation Breeding in 

2010 BIAZA Awards
Chessington Zoo has been congratulated by the Zoo world following a prestigious awards ceremony held at Paignton Zoo Environmental Park, Devon, last week.   

Chessington Zoo was commended in recognition for pioneering work in Conservation Breeding for the successful breeding of Binturongs or ‘bearcats.’ A certificate was presented by Andrew Cooper, a top natural history producer.

This award particularly highlights the Zoo’s efforts in the successful breeding of this vulnerable species following good husbandry, diet and housing. Since 2008, Chessington has been at the forefront of breeding Binturongs in the UK, with the birth of two cubs – a hand reared female called Sunti, born 2008, and a parent-reared female called Ayu, born 2009.

Chessington Zoo was one of 23 to receive a commendation. Held annually for over a decade, the BIAZA awards recognise outstanding contributions and achievements in the fields of wildlife conservation, advances in animal welfare and husbandry, marketing, PR, education, research, and enclosure design.

Dr Miranda Stevenson, Director of BIAZA said: “The award-winning programmes showcased demonstrate the huge investment of energy and resources made by our leading zoos to improve animal welfare and raise environmental awareness. 

“These awards recognise and celebrate the vital contributions that our members are making to conservation and education each year. Equally, they are standard bearers for excellence in animal husbandry and welfare. We congratulate all the winners on their achievement.”

-Ends-

Notes to Picture Editors:
· High Resolution images of Chessington World of Adventures and Holiday Inn Chessington are available for the media to download free of charge from www.chessington.com/press  
Notes to Editors

· Chessington World of Adventures is open from 27 March to 1 November 2010, with selected Zoo Days during September and October. Chessington Zoo and SEA LIFE Centre is also open at weekends during November and December for Zoo Days and there will be special Winter Zoo Days from 11 December 2010 – 3 January 2011 (excluding 25 December). visit www.chessington.com for further information. 
· Discover the perfect family get away at the safari-themed Holiday Inn Chessington, where you can enjoy themed rooms, an indoor swimming pool & spa and a fantastic family restaurant all just strides away from the park for more information visit www.chessington.com 

· Chessington World of Adventures is part of The MERLIN ENTERTAINMENTS GROUP, the leading name in location based, family entertainment, which has seen the most successful and dynamic growth of any company in the sector over the last five years.   Europe’s number one, and the world’s second largest visitor attraction operator, Merlin has 62 attractions and 6 hotels in 12 countries, across 3 continents.   The company aims to deliver memorable and rewarding experiences to its 38.5 million visitors worldwide, through its iconic global and local brands, and the commitment and passion of its managers and more than 14,000 employees.   Merlin Entertainments operates the following attractions – SEA LIFE – the world’s No 1 aquarium brand, Madame Tussauds, LEGOLAND, The Merlin Entertainments London Eye, Dungeons, Gardaland, LEGOLAND Discovery Centres, Alton Towers Resort, Warwick Castle, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures, Heide Park, Underwater Adventures, and Earth Explorer.
· Family ticket (2 adults and 2 children under 12) only £78 when booking in advance on the web. (On-the-Gate-Rate is £98 for a Family ticket.)  Family tickets for other family group sizes are also available – check regularly online for sensational offers!

· Advance booking rates: £27 adults, £19 children (under 12).  On-the-Gate-Rates: £36 adults, £26 children (under 12).  Special rates apply on Zoo Days.
· Groups of ten or more can enjoy discounted rates: Book before May 28 and pay £20.40 per person (12 and over) and only £13.80 for under 12s. This is a saving of 40% on the gate price and is available here www.groupfundays.co.uk/fun.
· A Merlin Annual Pass gives you 12 months unlimited entry to top UK attractions including Alton Towers Resort, LEGOLAND® Windsor, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures, Madame Tussauds, The London Eye, Warwick Castle, SEA LIFE and the Dungeons. Passes cost just £150 for an individual or £400 for a family of four*. For more information visit www.annual-pass.com or why not enjoy a year full of adventures with a Chessington Annual Pass?  Visit www.chessington.com for more information.

· Height restrictions may apply on certain rides. 

· Express passes and special offers are available online when booking in advance on www.chessington.com
· Follow us on Twitter; www.twitter.com/cwoa or become a fan on Facebook; www.facebook.com/chessington and watch our latest videos on YouTube www.youtube.com/wwwchessingtoncom
