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February 2009

NEW MANAGEMENT TEAM TAKES ON THE CHESSINGTON ADVENTURE

Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo is delighted to announce the appointment of both a new Divisional Director and a new Head of Operations following several internal promotions within Merlin Entertainments Group.

David Smith takes over at the helm as Divisional Director on 2 February 2009 following Mike Vallis’ promotion to Divisional Director at Thorpe Park. This is David’s first senior operational role within the group and he joins from Alton Towers, where he was Finance & Retail Director. He takes over at the park following an excellent year where the opening of a new SEA LIFE Centre sealed the park’s reputation as one of the premier family attractions in the South.

David is joined by new Head of Operations, Craig Dunkerley, who takes over from Nikki Ratcliffe following her promotion to General Manager of the London Dungeons.  Craig has spent the last 14 years performing a huge variety of roles at Warwick Castle, most recently Head of Operations and Development, and he joins David at Chessington on the 9 February 2009.

David Smith says: “The role as Divisional Director of Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo is an absolute dream come true and I cannot wait to start working with the team and continue to develop one of the premier family attractions in the UK. 2009 will be a fantastic year for us with seven new attractions ranging from new shows to new animals and even restaurants, and I will be very proud to be the one to open the doors on the 28 March this year.” 

For further information, interviews or photographs of the new management team, please contact the Press Office on 01372 731 528 or press.office@chessington.co.uk 

-Ends-

Notes to Picture Editors:
· High Resolution images of Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo are available for the media to download free of charge from www.chessington.com/press  
Notes to Editors:

· Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo is part of Merlin Entertainments Group, the leading name in location based, family entertainment that has seen the most successful and dynamic growth of any company in the sector over the last five years.   The world’s No 2 visitor attraction operator, Merlin aims to deliver memorable and rewarding experiences to its 30 million visitors worldwide, through its iconic global and local brands, and the commitment and passion of its managers and 13000 employees.
· Bigger than Universal and second only to Disney, Merlin Entertainments brings together LEGOLAND, Madame Tussauds, London Eye, SEA LIFE, Gardaland, Dungeons – as well as national brands such as Alton Towers Resort, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo, Warwick Castle and Heide Park.  All brands which are distinctive, challenging and innovative – and which have great potential for growth in the future. Visit www.merlinentertainments.biz for more information.
· Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo is open from 28 March to 2 November 2009, with selected Zoo Days in September and October. Chessington Zoo and SEA LIFE Centre is also open for Zoo Days 7 days a week throughout November and December – visit www.chessington.com for further information. 

· Family ticket (2 adults and 2 children under 12) only £78 when booking in advance on the web. (On-the-Gate rate is £92 for a Family Ticket.) Family tickets for other family group sizes also available -check regularly online for sensational offers!

· Advance booking rates: £23 adults, £16 children (under 12). On-the-Gate Rates: £33 adults, £22 children (under 12). Special rates apply on Zoo Days.

· A Merlin Annual Pass gives you 12 months unlimited entry to top UK attractions including Alton Towers Resort, LEGOLAND® Windsor, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo, Madame Tussauds, The London Eye, Warwick Castle, SEA LIFE and the Dungeons. Passes cost just £150 for an individual or £400 for a family of four*. For more information visit www.annual-pass.com or why not enjoy a year full of adventures with a Chessington Annual Pass?  Visit www.chessington.com for more information.
· Height restrictions may apply on certain rides. 

· Express passes and special offers are available online when booking in advance on www.chessington.com
