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September 2011
TINY SPIDERS TAKE TUBE AT CHESSINGTON
Chessington World of Adventures Resort is taking part in a national conservation programme to help stem the decline of an endangered spider – by individually hand-rearing 200 baby spiders in test tubes.

The fen raft spider is one of the UK’s most endangered species and is found at only three sites in the UK. The 200 babies are being hand-reared by experts at Chessington Zoo in Surrey in readiness for being released next month (Oct), when they will contribute to new populations being established in the Suffolk Broads.
The tiny spiders, from the Redgrave and Lopham Fen National Nature Reserve on the Suffolk/Norfolk border, have to be kept apart in individual test tubes so they do not attack each other - and with each having to be individually hand-fed fruit flies every four days, it’s a very time consuming operation.

Rob Ward, Reptile Keeper at Chessington Zoo, explained: “Having to feed 200 spiders one at a time is certainly a challenge, but it’s vital to help see them through the most vulnerable period of their lives before they are released back into the wild, as they will then have a much better chance of surviving.

“The spiders’ mums were collected from the wild in June when they carry their eggs in huge silk sacs held in their mouths. When the babies emerge from the sac - this year one of them had 714 babies - the mother guards them in a big silk tent called a nursery web. In the wild the babies leave the web after about a week to fed for themselves. Our captive mums made their nurseries in five-litre water bottles.
“After a week we used a ‘pooter’ to collect the spiderlings from the nursery, which involves sucking them up into a tube with a piece of mesh and then dropping them into a container – but now we’re seeing them grow and they’re actually getting too big for the pooter.”
Fen raft spiders grow to a 10cm leg-span, and are one of just two British spiders fully protected by law.  They get their name from their ability – thanks to their hairy legs - to float on water in fens and wetlands.
Project partners for the programme include NE (Natural England), the BBC Wildlife Fund, and the Suffolk and Sussex Wildlife trusts.

-Ends-

For more info, contact Lucy or James in the Chessington press office, on:

020 7343 3224 / 020 7343 3209

or email: chessington.team@clarioncomms.co.uk

Notes for editors
The fen raft spiders programme is a partnership between BIAZA, BBC Wildlife Fund, Natural England and Suffolk and Sussex Wildlife Trusts.
About BIAZA
BIAZA is the British and Irish Association of Zoos and Aquariums.  We are the professional body representing the best zoos and aquariums in Britain and Ireland.  Our Member Collections pride themselves on their excellent animal welfare, education and conservation work.  BIAZA supports them in their work and helps promote the work of good zoos and aquariums.
About the BBC Wildlife Fund
The core purpose of the BBC Wildlife Fund is to raise awareness and funds to save threatened wildlife and places. The fund offers the unique opportunity to capitalise on the creative skills of the BBC enabling wider audiences to engage in the plight of wildlife. The BBC Wildlife Fund also contributes to the BBC's work in fulfilling its public purposes; Citizenship, Learning, Creativity, Communities, Bringing the UK to the World and the World to the UK and supporting emerging communications and technology. 
About Natural England
Natural England is the government’s independent adviser on the natural environment. Established in 2006 our work is focused on enhancing England’s wildlife and landscapes and maximising the benefits they bring to the public.
       We establish and care for England’s main wildlife and geological sites, ensuring that over 4,000 National Nature Reserves and Sites of Special Scientific Interest are looked after and improved.
       We work to ensure that England’s landscapes are effectively protected, designating England’s National Parks, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty and Marine Conservation Zones, and advising widely on their conservation. 
       We run Environmental Stewardship and other green farming schemes that deliver over £400 million a year to farmers and landowners, enabling them to enhance the natural environment across two thirds of England’s farmland.
       We fund, manage, and provide scientific expertise for hundreds of conservation projects each year, improving the prospects for thousands of England’s species and habitats.
       We promote access to the wider countryside, helping establish National Trails and coastal trails and ensuring that the public can enjoy and benefit from them.
About Suffolk Wildlife Trust
The expertise of our staff and volunteers gives Suffolk Wildlife Trust an unrivalled understanding of the county’s natural world.  With this local focus, we are able to safeguard habitats and species, taking action on the ground, where it really counts.  Our aim is to create a Living Landscape where wildlife flourishes in our countryside, towns and villages.  Our conservation advisors work with farmers and local communities to improve their land for wildlife and create networks of linked up habitat across Suffolk.  We care for over 6500 acres of Suffolk's most precious wildlife habitat in over 50 nature reserves which are tranquil havens for everyone to enjoy.  Action for local wildlife, led by local people has always been Suffolk Wildlife Trust’s great strength. Our vision for a Living Landscape for Suffolk, is a 21st century approach to nature conservation firmly grounded in our ethos of enabling people to take action for wildlife where they live.
About Sussex Wildlife Trust
Sussex Wildlife Trust is the leading conservation organisation covering Brighton and Hove, East and West Sussex.  Sussex Wildlife Trust looks after over 3000 acres of downland, woodland, wetland and heath. Our work also includes environmental education, working with land owners, companies and local communities to conserve Sussex.  We are supported by over 32,000 members which is comfortably over 2% of the population of Sussex. We are one of 47 local Wildlife Trusts across the UK.
Notes to Picture Editors:
· High Resolution images of Chessington World of Adventures Resort and Holiday Inn Chessington are available for the media to download free of charge from www.chessington.com/press  
Notes to Editors:

· Chessington World of Adventures Resort is open from 26 March to 31 October 2011, with Chessington Zoo and SEA LIFE centre also open at weekends during November and December for Zoo Days. There will also be special Winter Zoo Days on 10 – 11 December and 17 December 2011 – 2 January 2011 (excluding 25 December). Visit www.chessington.com for further information. 

· Discover the perfect family get away at the resort’s safari-themed Holiday Inn Chessington, where you can enjoy themed rooms, an indoor swimming pool & spa and the fantastic, new African-themed restaurant called Zafari Bar & Grill. For more information visit www.chessington.com 
· MERLIN ENTERTAINMENTS is the leading name in location-based, family entertainment, and has seen the most successful and dynamic growth of any company in the sector over the last five years. Europe’s Number 1 and the world’s second-largest visitor attraction operator, By the end of 2011 Merlin will operate 78 attractions, six hotels/two holiday villages in 17 countries and across four continents. The company aims to deliver memorable and rewarding experiences to its 43.6 million visitors worldwide, through its iconic global and local brands, and the commitment and passion of its managers and more than 16,000 employees. Merlin Entertainments operates the following attractions - SEA LIFE, Madame Tussauds, LEGOLAND, The EDF Energy London Eye, Dungeons, Gardaland, LEGOLAND Discovery Centres, Alton Towers Resort, Warwick Castle, Thorpe Park, Chessington World of Adventures Resort, Blackpool Tower, Heide Park, Earth Explorer, Sydney Aquarium, WILD LIFE Sydney, Sydney Tower Eye and SKYWALK, Kelly Tarlton’s Antarctic Encounter Underwater World, Oceanworld Manly and Hamilton Island Wildlife Park.  All brands which are distinctive, challenging and innovative – and which have great potential for growth in the future. Visit www.merlinentertainments.biz for more information.

· Family ticket (2 adults and 2 children under 12) only £88.20 when booking in advance on the web. (On-the-Gate-Rate is £108 for a Family ticket.)  Family tickets for other family group sizes are also available – check regularly online for sensational offers!

· Advance booking rates: £27.90 adults, £20.26 children (11 years and under).  On-the-Gate-Rates: £38.40 adults, £27.60 children (11 years and under).  Special rates apply on Zoo Days.

· Groups of ten or more can enjoy discounted rates: Pre Book and pay £22.20 per adult and £18.00 for children (11 and under). 

· A Merlin Annual Pass gives you 12 months entry into top UK attractions including Alton Towers Resort Theme Park, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures Resort, LEGOLAND® Windsor, The EDF Energy London Eye, The Dungeons, Warwick Castle, SEA LIFE centres & Sanctuaries, Madame Tussauds London, Madame Tussauds Blackpool (from April), the Blackpool Tower Dungeon (from Sept) and the Blackpool Tower attractions (from Sept). You can choose either a Standard or Premium Merlin Annual Pass. As well as unlimited entry to our attractions whenever you like, with a Premium Pass you can enjoy complimentary parking and no exclusion dates. Standard Passes start from just £129.60 online for an individual. For more information visit www.annual-pass.com or why not enjoy a year full of adventures with a Chessington Annual Pass?  Visit www.chessington.com for more information.

· All prices quoted correct at time of going to press.  Please check www.chessington.com for latest prices and offers
· Height restrictions may apply on certain rides. 

· Express passes and special offers are available online when booking in advance on www.chessington.com
· Follow us on Twitter; www.twitter.com/cwoa or become a fan on Facebook; www.facebook.com/chessington and watch our latest videos on YouTube www.youtube.com/wwwchessingtoncom
