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MEET THE MOST ADVENTUROUS FAMILY IN BRITAIN
Diving, kayaking and rock climbing? 

It’s all in a day’s work for the Haward family
A scuba-diving, mountain-climbing, kayaking family of four has been crowned Britain’s Most Adventurous Family, after winning a nationwide search.

The Haward family from Exmouth in Devon beat off stiff competition from adventurous families all around the UK, before reaching the final, where they triumphed in a Bootcamp day at Chessington World of Adventures Resort in Surrey. 
Dad Mark (46), mum Fiona (45), daughter Megan (14) and son Joe (12) are seasoned scuba divers, having explored the Red Sea and the Pacific islands, but as proficient rock and ice climbers, are just as happy up in the mountains as in the ocean. 
Living in Exmouth, the family has grown up swimming, surfing, and using double sea kayaks to explore the coastline of Cornwall and Devon. At weekends, Megan and Joe can usually be found out and about on activity trips - mountain biking, camping, orienteering and building rafts.

The competition was judged by celebrity adventurer and TV presenter Alison Hammond, who awarded the finalist families points based on courage, agility, team spirit and overall sense of fun as they went head-to-head in a series of daring and ‘I’m a Celebrity…’-style challenges. 

Alison commented: “I can’t think of a more deserving family than the Hawards to win this fabulous competition. Throughout the competition process, they have shown that they are fearless, fun and like nothing more than living life to the full. They didn’t even flinch when asked to eat bugs similar to those I had to try in the jungle…so I have nothing but respect for this fantastic family of four.”

The triumphant family were presented with a two-week family adventure holiday, where they will have the chance to seek out and enjoy a host of new and exciting experiences together.

Mum Fiona said: “We always try to show that being adventurous is both a state of mind and a lifestyle choice - as a family we believe in being outgoing and giving everything our best shot, and we are delighted that the judges recognised this in us. We simply cannot wait to set off on our next big family adventure.”

Alison added: “I would like to send a huge congratulations to the Hawards and remind them that life really is just one big adventure. Stay wild!”
-Ends-

For more press info, contact the Chessington press office on 020 7343 3224 

or email chessington.team@clarioncomms.co.uk
Notes to Picture Editors:
· High Resolution images of Chessington World of Adventures Resort and Holiday Inn Chessington are available for the media to download free of charge from www.chessington.com/press  
Notes to Editors:

· Chessington World of Adventures Resort is open from 26 March to 31 October 2011, with Chessington Zoo and SEA LIFE centre also open at weekends during November and December for Zoo Days. There will also be special Winter Zoo Days on 10 – 11 December and 17 December 2011 – 2 January 2011 (excluding 25 December). Visit www.chessington.com for further information. 

· Discover the perfect family get away at the resort’s safari-themed Holiday Inn Chessington, where you can enjoy themed rooms, an indoor swimming pool & spa and the fantastic, new African-themed restaurant called Zafari Bar & Grill. For more information visit www.chessington.com 
· Chessington World of Adventures Resort is part of the MERLIN ENTERTAINMENTS GROUP - the leading name in location-based, family entertainment, which has seen the most successful and dynamic growth of any company in the sector over the last five years. Europe’s Number 1 and the world’s second-largest visitor attraction operator, Merlin now operates over 75 attractions, six hotels/two holiday villages in 17 countries and across four continents. The company aims to deliver memorable and rewarding experiences to its 43.6 million visitors worldwide, through its iconic global and local brands, and the commitment and passion of its managers and more than 16,000 employees. Merlin Entertainments operates the following attractions - SEA LIFE, Madame Tussauds, LEGOLAND, The EDF Energy London Eye, Dungeons, Gardaland, LEGOLAND Discovery Centres, Alton Towers Resort, Warwick Castle, Thorpe Park, Chessington World of Adventures Resort, The Blackpool Tower, Heide Park, Earth Explorer, Sydney Aquarium, WILD LIFE Sydney, Sydney Tower EYE and SKYWALK, Kelly Tarlton’s Antarctic Encounter Underwater World, Oceanworld Manly and Hamilton Island Koala Gallery.  All brands which are distinctive, challenging and innovative – and which have great potential for growth in the future. Visit www.merlinentertainments.biz for more information.
· Family ticket (2 adults and 2 children under 12) only £88.20 when booking in advance on the web. (On-the-Gate-Rate is £108 for a Family ticket.)  Family tickets for other family group sizes are also available – check regularly online for sensational offers!

· Advance booking rates: £27.90 adults, £20.26 children (11 years and under).  On-the-Gate-Rates: £38.40 adults, £27.60 children (11 years and under).  Special rates apply on Zoo Days.

· Groups of ten or more can enjoy discounted rates: Pre Book and pay £22.20 per adult and £18.00 for children (11 and under). 

· A Merlin Annual Pass gives you 12 months entry into top UK attractions including Alton Towers Resort Theme Park, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures Resort, LEGOLAND® Windsor, The EDF Energy London Eye, The Dungeons, Warwick Castle, SEA LIFE centres & Sanctuaries, Madame Tussauds London, Madame Tussauds Blackpool (from April), the Blackpool Tower Dungeon (from Sept) and the Blackpool Tower attractions (from Sept). You can choose either a Standard or Premium Merlin Annual Pass. As well as unlimited entry to our attractions whenever you like, with a Premium Pass you can enjoy complimentary parking and no exclusion dates. Standard Passes start from just £129.60 online for an individual. For more information visit www.annual-pass.com or why not enjoy a year full of adventures with a Chessington Annual Pass?  Visit www.chessington.com for more information.

· Height restrictions may apply on certain rides. 

· Express passes and special offers are available online when booking in advance on www.chessington.com
· Follow us on Twitter; www.twitter.com/cwoa or become a fan on Facebook; www.facebook.com/chessington and watch our latest videos on YouTube www.youtube.com/wwwchessingtoncom
· For more details on adventure holidays with Exodus please contact: 
Exodus Travels Ltd.
Grange Mills, Weir Road, 
London SW12 0NE

 + 44 (0) 845 330 6008
www.exodus.co.uk
