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REINDEER ARRIVE AT CHESSINGTON IN TIME TO BE 

GUESTS OF HONOUR THIS CHRISTMAS
There’s Christmas excitement all around Chessington World of Adventures in Surrey thanks to the arrival of two beautiful female reindeer. Forget Dancer, Prancer, Donner and Blitzen – Willow and Drizzle have just pulled into town and will soon be competing for a spot on Santa’s legendary sleigh. 
The youngsters, aged 2 and 1 years old respectively, have been settling in to their new surroundings, under the twinkly lights of their sparkly new stable at Chessington ahead of the park’s Festive Zoo Days, which begin on Saturday 10th December. 
During the Festive Zoo Days, Willow and Drizzle will be on display together with all the other animals at the resort. The pair will be making daily guest appearances, giving visitors the chance to get up close, stroke and have their photos taken with them. 
Sonia Freeman, Reindeer Keeper at Chessington said, “We all know how important reindeer are at this time of year, so we’re delighted that two have joined our family of animals at Chessington. We’ve promised Santa that we will keep them fit and ready just in case he ever needs a last minute stand-in for his Christmas run.”
Ten things you never knew about Reindeer 

1. 
Red Nosed Reindeer actually exist – 0.001% of male Reindeer have a red nose. Only males can have red noses and both their parents must carry the red nose gene.
2. 
Males are referred to as ‘bucks’ whilst females are known as ‘does’.  

3.
Fully grown reindeer can run at a whopping 40mph. 
4.
Reindeer have a tendon that rubs over a bone in the ankle causing a clicking sound when they walk. This helps them keep track of each other in snow blizzards.  

5. 
An adult reindeer grows to 3-4ft tall, weigh up to 400lbs and eat 12lbs of grass, lichens and plants. Lichen is a healthy food for reindeer made up of algae and fungus.     

6.
Reindeer have the ability to lower the temperature in their legs to just above freezing in extremely cold weather. This helps them avoid losing too much body heat from their extremities.
7.
They are the only species of deer where both males and females grow antlers.
8.
Antlers grow from permanent bones on the reindeer's skull called pedicles. When growing, antlers are soft and rubbery. They are very sensitive and reindeer don’t like them touching anything while they are growing.
9.
Reindeer usually grow their largest antlers between the ages of five and six years, with the bucks having largest.  

10. 
Reindeer have one fawn a year, it takes 240 days for a baby to develop and in the wild they can live up to 15 years. 

-Ends-

Notes to Picture Editors:

· High Resolution images of Chessington World of Adventures Resort and Holiday Inn Chessington are available for the media to download free of charge from www.chessington.com/press  

Notes to Editors

· Chessington World of Adventures Resort is open from 26 March to 31 October 2011, with Chessington Zoo and SEA LIFE centre also open at weekends during November and December for Zoo Days. There will also be special Festive Zoo Days on 10 – 11 December and 17 December 2011 – 2 January 2012 (excluding 25 December). Visit www.chessington.com for further information. 

· Discover the perfect family get away at the resort’s safari-themed Holiday Inn Chessington, where you can enjoy themed rooms, an indoor swimming pool & spa and the fantastic, new African-themed restaurant called Zafari Bar & Grill. For more information visit www.chessington.com 

· Chessington World of Adventures Resort is part of MERLIN ENTERTAINMENTS - the leading name in location-based, family entertainment, and has seen the most successful and dynamic growth of any company in the sector over the last five years. Europe’s Number 1 and the world’s second-largest visitor attraction operator, By the end of 2011 Merlin will operate 78 attractions, six hotels/two holiday villages in 17 countries and across four continents. The company aims to deliver memorable and rewarding experiences to its 43.6 million visitors worldwide, through its iconic global and local brands, and the commitment and passion of its managers and more than 16,000 employees. Merlin Entertainments operates the following attractions - SEA LIFE, Madame Tussauds, LEGOLAND, The EDF Energy London Eye, Dungeons, Gardaland, LEGOLAND Discovery Centres, Alton Towers Resort, Warwick Castle, Thorpe Park, Chessington World of Adventures Resort, Blackpool Tower, Heide Park, Earth Explorer, Sydney Aquarium, WILD LIFE Sydney, Sydney Tower Eye and SKYWALK, Kelly Tarlton’s Antarctic Encounter Underwater World, Oceanworld Manly and Hamilton Island Wildlife Park.  All brands which are distinctive, challenging and innovative – and which have great potential for growth in the future. Visit www.merlinentertainments.biz for more information.
· Gramily ticket (one adult and 1 pre-school child) only £13.50, available week days only and not at weekends 

· Family ticket (2 adults and 2 children under 12) only £64.80 when booking at least 3 days in advance of visit on the web. (On-the-Gate-Rate is £108 for a Family ticket.)  Family tickets for other family group sizes are also available – check regularly online for sensational offers!

· Advance booking rates within 3 days of visit: £30.72 adults, £22.08 children (11 years and under).  On-the-Gate-Rates: £38.40 adults, £27.60 children (11 years and under).  Special rates apply on Zoo Days.

· Groups of ten or more can enjoy discounted rates: Pre Book and pay £19.20 per adult and £13.80 for children (11 and under). 

· All prices outlined above are subject to change and are correct at time of press release issue.  Please check our website www.chessington.com for the latest pricing and offers available

· A Merlin Annual Pass gives you 12 months entry into top UK attractions including Alton Towers Resort Theme Park, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures Resort, LEGOLAND® Windsor, The EDF Energy London Eye, The Dungeons, Warwick Castle, SEA LIFE centres & Sanctuaries, Madame Tussauds London, Madame Tussauds Blackpool (from April), the Blackpool Tower Dungeon (from Sept) and the Blackpool Tower attractions (from Sept). You can choose either a Standard or Premium Merlin Annual Pass. As well as unlimited entry to our attractions whenever you like, with a Premium Pass you can enjoy complimentary parking and no exclusion dates. Standard Passes start from just £117.00 online for an individual. For more information visit www.annual-pass.com or why not enjoy a year full of adventures with a Chessington Annual Pass?  Visit www.chessington.com for more information.

· Height restrictions may apply on certain rides. 

· Express passes and special offers are available online when booking in advance on www.chessington.com
· Follow us on Twitter; www.twitter.com/cwoa or become a fan on Facebook; www.facebook.com/chessington and watch our latest videos on YouTube www.youtube.com/wwwchessingtoncom
