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13th August 2010 

RAIN RAIN GO AWAY 

A Surrey theme park today recreated the Hindu Festival Nag Panchami commonly known as SNAKE DAY in a desperate bid to ward off bad weather and keep the British summer alive.

In-keeping with India’s festivities, Dr Raj Pandit Sharma, President of the Hindu Priest Association UK and Head Priest of the Shri Sanatan Hindu Mandir (a temple in Wembley) was raised in a cherry picker to the same height as Chessington World of Adventures’ 75ft KOBRA totem to dress it in a garland of flowers in addition to cleansing the giant snake with sanctified water, milk and other symbolic offerings including sandalwood powder. 

While Nag Panchami is celebrated for various reasons in different parts of India including stability in the climate, equilibrium of the ecosystem, fertility, good luck and general respect for venomous snakes, it is the promise of better weather that appeals to staff and visitors at Chessington.  The official day will be celebrated in India on Saturday 14th August 2010.   

Dr Raj Pandit Sharma commented: “Nag Panchami is a Hindu festival celebrated by many communities throughout India and wherever they have settled across the world. The KOBRA is a great totem and it has been fun recreating festivities at Chessington which everyone seemed to enjoy. The Executive Chairman of SVNUK, Mr Narendra Thakrar on behalf of the Board of Governors, would like to thank Chessington World of Adventures for letting us participate in this momentous event.”

Mindful of people in Asia affected by extreme weather conditions, Chessington staff also fundraised for monsoon victims on park and opened its doors early to create a multicultural event giving families the chance to ride the giant KOBRA in addition to take part in snake meet & greets. 

Chessington’s Chief Explorer, David Smith, commented: “It is great to hold a charity event and authentic festival in Wild Asia opening explorers’ minds to different cultures. We also hope the KOBRA brings us luck by encouraging the sunshine to last a little longer before the rain takes over and dark nights draw-in.” 

 ‘Wild Asia’ is Chessington World of Adventures’ new land which opened earlier this year giving young adventurers the chance to go on a bumpy tour on the Jungle Bus, try their luck on the Tuk Tuk Turmoil Dodgems, or visit the Lorikeet Lagoon (walkthrough aviary), where guests can even hand feed nectar to these beautiful and friendly parrots.  KOBRA is Wild Asia’s flagship ride that spins through the air on a 90m track at a dizzying 43mph!

ENDS

For further information please contact Kelly Stroud at Blue Zebra PR on 07988 195 262 / Kelly.stroud@bluezebrapr.com
Notes to Picture Editors:

· Please contact Kelly Stroud for high resolution images from today 

· High Resolution images of Chessington World of Adventures Resort and Holiday Inn Chessington are available for the media to download free of charge from www.chessington.com/press  

Notes to Editors

· Dr Raj Pandit Sharma is President of the Hindu Priest Association UK and Head Priest of the Shri Sanatan Hindu Mandir, a temple in Wembley.  Please visit www.svnuk.orgfor further information. 
· Chessington World of Adventures Resort is open from 27 March to 1 November 2010, with selected Zoo Days during September and October. Chessington Zoo and SEA LIFE Centre is also open at weekends during November and December for Zoo Days and there will be special Winter Zoo Days from 11 December 2010 – 3 January 2011 (excluding 25 December). visit www.chessington.com for further information. 

· Discover the perfect family get away at the safari-themed Holiday Inn Chessington, where you can enjoy themed rooms, an indoor swimming pool & spa and a fantastic family restaurant all just strides away from the park for more information visit www.chessington.com 

· Chessington World of Adventures Resort is part of The MERLIN ENTERTAINMENTS GROUP, the leading name in location based, family entertainment, which has seen the most successful and dynamic growth of any company in the sector over the last five years.   Europe’s number one, and the world’s second largest visitor attraction operator, Merlin has 62 attractions and 6 hotels in 12 countries, across 3 continents.   The company aims to deliver memorable and rewarding experiences to its 38.5 million visitors worldwide, through its iconic global and local brands, and the commitment and passion of its managers and more than 14,000 employees.   Merlin Entertainments operates the following attractions – SEA LIFE – the world’s No 1 aquarium brand, Madame Tussauds, LEGOLAND, The Merlin Entertainments London Eye, Dungeons, Gardaland, LEGOLAND Discovery Centres, Alton Towers Resort, Warwick Castle, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures Resort, Heide Park, Underwater Adventures, and Earth Explorer.

· Family ticket (2 adults and 2 children under 12) only £78 when booking in advance on the web. (On-the-Gate-Rate is £98 for a Family ticket.)  Family tickets for other family group sizes are also available – check regularly online for sensational offers!

· Advance booking rates: £27 adults, £19 children (under 12).  On-the-Gate-Rates: £36 adults, £26 children (under 12).  Special rates apply on Zoo Days.

· Groups of ten or more can enjoy discounted rates: Book before May 28 and pay £20.40 per person (12 and over) and only £13.80 for under 12s. This is a saving of 40% on the gate price and is available here www.groupfundays.co.uk/fun.

· A Merlin Annual Pass gives you 12 months unlimited entry to top UK attractions including Alton Towers Resort, LEGOLAND® Windsor, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures Resort, Madame Tussauds, The London Eye, Warwick Castle, SEA LIFE and the Dungeons. Passes cost just £150 for an individual or £400 for a family of four*. For more information visit www.annual-pass.com or why not enjoy a year full of adventures with a Chessington Annual Pass?  Visit www.chessington.com for more information.

· Height restrictions may apply on certain rides. 

· Express passes and special offers are available online when booking in advance on www.chessington.com
Follow us on Twitter; www.twitter.com/cwoa or become a fan on Facebook; www.facebook.com/chessington and watch our latest videos on YouTube www.youtube.com/wwwchessingtoncom
