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A WORLD OF NEW ADVENTURES FOR THE 

2009 OPENING OF CHESSINGTON

Bursting open on 28 March 2009 with a whopping seven new attractions, Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo will be introducing new shows, new characters, new animals and even restaurants to its already exciting world of Adventures – all in one place!

For some spectacular underwater action, our very own SEA LIFE Centre is launching a brand new Amazonia exotic display housing eight new colourful species including Piranhas, Spitting Archer fish, Mudskippers and Goodieds. 

Exotic animals including Meerkats, Coati*, Binturongs** and Macaws will come up close and personal to audiences in the brand new Wild Wood Animal Antics Presentation in two daily shows, and the Ocean Rangers will take centre stage at Sea Lion Bay during a very special, all action show during the summer months.

If you look really closely at the Zoo you may see some tiny new additions, which come in the form of Pygmy Marmoset Monkeys - the smallest monkey in the world! These miniature monkeys will join the gang in the Monkey & Bird Garden, together with fellow new arrivals – the Red Handed Tamarins and Goeldi’s Monkeys.

And new, colourful characters including ‘Miss Information’, ‘Sir Help-a-Lot’, Daffodil the Cow and Kevin & George the gorilla and keeper, as well as the more familiar Dennis the Menace and the dragons Spike and Cinders will be roaming the park for some impromptu entertainment.

For some quality time out, two new restaurants will tickle those taste buds! Travel to the Forbidden Kingdom and grab a seat at the new Egyptian themed ‘Fried Chicken Co.’, or try ‘Market Square Pizza Pasta,’ for plenty of healthy options and delicious freshly made pizzas. 

* coati – a mammal in the racoon family

** Binturong – also known as ‘bearcat’ – a viverrid mammal from South East Asia

With so much going on at Chessington guests can now Roar & Snore with friends or family by turning their day trip into a short break at the safari-themed Holiday Inn Chessington located adjacent to the park. With unique animal features, fun family rooms, a swimming pool and impressive views over the Zoo area, guests can wake to the roar of the Lions and call of the Sea Lions, all in the comfort of a four star hotel from just £169 for a family of four.* Visit www.chessington.com for more information and joint offers.  

Later this year there will be plenty of freaky frolics at Chessington’s Halloween Hocus Pocus event when the witches come back to cause mayhem at the park. Rides in the dark and a new ‘Black Forest Pass’ walk through will send chills down the backs of even the bravest souls – let’s see who can make it onto the Vampire ride without screaming!

With exciting rides and animals, action packed shows and over very own aquarium, Chessington is a whole World of Adventures…all in one place!
For more information on the 2009 season and for advance bookings, go to www.chessington.com  

* Hotel price based on two adults and two children sharing a room, with four tickets to Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo.  Subject to availability.
-Ends-

Notes to Picture Editors:
· High Resolution images of Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo are available for the media to download free of charge from www.chessington.com/press  
Notes to Editors:

· Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo is part of Merlin Entertainments Group, the leading name in location based, family entertainment that has seen the most successful and dynamic growth of any company in the sector over the last five years.   The world’s No 2 visitor attraction operator, Merlin aims to deliver memorable and rewarding experiences to its 30 million visitors worldwide, through its iconic global and local brands, and the commitment and passion of its managers and 13000 employees.
· Bigger than Universal and second only to Disney, Merlin Entertainments brings together LEGOLAND, Madame Tussauds, London Eye, SEA LIFE, Gardaland, Dungeons – as well as national brands such as Alton Towers Resort, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo, Warwick Castle and Heide Park.  All brands which are distinctive, challenging and innovative – and which have great potential for growth in the future. Visit www.merlinentertainments.biz for more information.
· Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo is open from 28 March to 2 November 2009, with selected Zoo Days in September and October. Chessington Zoo and SEA LIFE Centre is also open for Zoo Days 7 days a week throughout November and December – visit www.chessington.com for further information. 

· Family ticket (2 adults and 2 children under 12) only £78 when booking in advance on the web. (On-the-Gate rate is £92 for a Family Ticket.) Family tickets for other family group sizes also available -check regularly online for sensational offers!

· Advance booking rates: £23 adults, £16 children (under 12). On-the-Gate Rates: £33 adults, £22 children (under 12). Special rates apply on Zoo Days.

· A Merlin Annual Pass gives you 12 months unlimited entry to top UK attractions including Alton Towers Resort, LEGOLAND® Windsor, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo, Madame Tussauds, The London Eye, Warwick Castle, SEA LIFE and the Dungeons. Passes cost just £135 for an individual or £385 for a family of four*. For more information visit www.annual-pass.com or why not enjoy a year full of adventures with a Chessington Annual Pass?  Visit www.chessington.com for more information.
· Height restrictions may apply on certain rides. 

· Express passes and special offers are available online when booking in advance on www.chessington.com
