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30 November 2009

THERE’S NORRA LORRA LORIKEETS IN SURREY!

A new development at Chessington World of Adventures has hit its first hurdle due to a shortage of tropical birds. The popular Surrey Theme Park has launched a ‘Lorikeets Wanted’ appeal to populate a brand new Lorikeet Walkthrough in Wild Asia, its new land due to open in March 2010.

Marc Boardman, Zoo Manager, said: “Lorikeets are a type of small parrot with brightly coloured plumage native to Southeast Asia; a perfect fit for our exciting new adventure, Wild Asia. 

Part of the plan is a Lorikeet Lagoon where guests can hand feed nectar to these beautiful and friendly parrots; an amazing and unique experience for anyone interested in the wild or wildlife. The aim is to find 100 Lorikeets so that they make a real impact when they fly down for guests to feed them but, unfortunately, so far we have a grand total of two!” 

Chessington Zoo, which is a member of BIAZA (British and Irish Association of Zoos and Aquariums) and EAZA (European Association of Zoos and Aquariums) has issued an urgent request to the database controlling the movement of animals and birds within Britain and Europe in a bid to get these stunning birds flocking to Surrey. Whilst there has been some support from as far afield as Holland, because the birds are so popular, few attractions are prepared to part with their attractive residents!

David Smith, Chief Explorer at Chessington World of Adventures, said: “The launch of Wild Asia is our biggest project for 2010 and as such our experienced project managers had allowed for all possible contingencies associated with building a new coaster and ensuring guest comfort but one thing we hadn’t foreseen was an international shortage of Lorikeets! Of course, we will work very hard to ensure we can deliver a memorable Lorikeet experience when we open as Britain’s Wildest Adventure in March 2010.” 
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Notes to Picture Editors:
· High Resolution images of Chessington World of Adventures are available for the media to download free of charge from www.chessington.com/press  
Notes to Editors

· Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo is open from 27 March to 1 November 2010, with selected Zoo Days during September and October. Chessington Zoo and SEA LIFE Centre is also open at weekends during November and December for Zoo Days and there will be special Christmas Zoo Days from 11 December 2010 – 3 January 2011 (excluding 25 December). visit www.chessington.com for further information. 

· Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo is part of The MERLIN ENTERTAINMENTS GROUP, the leading name in location based, family entertainment, which has seen the most successful and dynamic growth of any company in the sector over the last five years.   The world’s second largest visitor attraction operator, Merlin has 58 attractions, 6 hotels and 2 holiday villages in 13 countries, across 3 continents.   The company aims to deliver memorable and rewarding experiences to its 35 million visitors worldwide, through its iconic global and local brands, and the commitment and passion of its managers and 13,500 employees.   Merlin Entertainments operates the following attractions – SEA LIFE including the SEA LIFE London Aquarium, Madame Tussauds, LEGOLAND, the London Eye, Dungeons, Gardaland, LEGOLAND Discovery Centres, Alton Towers Resort, Warwick Castle, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo, Heide Park, and Earth Explorer.

· A Merlin Annual Pass gives you 12 months unlimited entry to top UK attractions including Alton Towers Resort, LEGOLAND® Windsor, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo, Madame Tussauds, The London Eye, Warwick Castle, SEA LIFE and the Dungeons. Passes cost just £150 for an individual or £400 for a family of four*. For more information visit www.annual-pass.com or why not enjoy a year full of adventures with a Chessington Annual Pass?  Visit www.chessington.com for more information.

· Height restrictions may apply on certain rides. 

· Express passes and special offers are available online when booking in advance on www.chessington.com
· Follow us on Twitter; www.twitter.com/cwoa or become a fan on Facebook; www.facebook.com/chessington and watch our latest videos on YouTube www.youtube.com/wwwchessingtoncom
