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18 May 2009
GO BANANAS AT CHESSINGTON THIS MAY HALF TERM AND GET IN FREE!
Gorillas can go bananas at Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo as the park supports the 2009 Year of the Gorilla, a world-wide appeal promoted by WAZA (World Association of Zoo’s and Aquaria).  There will be a variety of events going on throughout May half term, and you can even get free entrance if you turn up dressed as a gorilla!
Throughout the week visitors will be entertained with gorilla related activities to raise as much money as possible. Many of the animal talks, presentations and meet n’ greets will have a gorilla theme, and there will be plenty of opportunities to support this worthwhile charity.

You will also get a chance to see Chessington Zoo’s baby Western Lowland Gorilla, born on the 10 March 2009 to proud parents Buu and Damisi.  Guests had the chance to help pick the baby boy’s name by voting on the Chessington website, the winning name was recently announced as Mbula, meaning ‘year’ in African Tribal Languages.

Marc Boardman, Manager of Chessington Zoo, said: “The Year of the Gorilla was set up to help educate the wider public audience on the plight of Gorillas in the wild.  Chessington will use the May half-term break to highlight the deforestation and bush-meat issues which are threatening their very existence.  Any money raised will go directly to protecting Gorillas in the wild. Chessington Zoo has one of the most successful breeding groups in Europe, with three generations of Gorillas, and we are proud to be working alongside participating Zoo’s throughout the world in a collective effort to ensure that healthy future populations remain in the wild.”
For more information on Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo’s gorilla day, visit www.chessington.com
Terms and conditions:  Free entry with gorilla suit is only valid Monday 25 May – Friday 29 May.  Offer entitles one individual wearing a full gorilla suit one free entry to the park.  Gorilla suits must NOT be worn in Trail of the Kings.  Lockers are available on a pay per use basis.
-Ends-

For more information please contact:
Carly Shutes – PR Executive

Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo

Carly.shutes@chessington.co.uk
01372 731 563 / 07843 294 078

Notes to Picture Editors:
· High Resolution images of Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo are available for the media to download free of charge from www.chessington.com/press  
Notes to Editors:

· Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo is part of Merlin Entertainments Group, the leading name in location based, family entertainment that has seen the most successful and dynamic growth of any company in the sector over the last five years.   The world’s No 2 visitor attraction operator, Merlin aims to deliver memorable and rewarding experiences to its 30 million visitors worldwide, through its iconic global and local brands, and the commitment and passion of its managers and 13000 employees.
· Bigger than Universal and second only to Disney, Merlin Entertainments brings together LEGOLAND, Madame Tussauds, London Eye, SEA LIFE, Gardaland, Dungeons – as well as national brands such as Alton Towers Resort, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo, Warwick Castle and Heide Park.  All brands which are distinctive, challenging and innovative – and which have great potential for growth in the future. Visit www.merlinentertainments.biz for more information.
· Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo is open from 28 March to 2 November 2009, with selected Zoo Days in September and October. Chessington Zoo and SEA LIFE Centre is also open for Zoo Days 7 days a week throughout November and December – visit www.chessington.com for further information. 

· Family ticket (2 adults and 2 children under 12) only £78 when booking in advance on the web. (On-the-Gate rate is £92 for a Family Ticket.) Family tickets for other family group sizes also available -check regularly online for sensational offers!

· Advance booking rates: £23 adults, £16 children (under 12). On-the-Gate Rates: £33 adults, £22 children (under 12). Special rates apply on Zoo Days.

· A Merlin Annual Pass gives you 12 months unlimited entry to top UK attractions including Alton Towers Resort, LEGOLAND® Windsor, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo, Madame Tussauds, The London Eye, Warwick Castle, SEA LIFE and the Dungeons. Passes cost just £150 for an individual or £400 for a family of four*. For more information visit www.annual-pass.com or why not enjoy a year full of adventures with a Chessington Annual Pass?  Visit www.chessington.com for more information.
· Height restrictions may apply on certain rides. 

· Express passes and special offers are available online when booking in advance on www.chessington.com
· For more information on the Year of the Gorilla please visit www.yog2009.org 
