[image: image1.jpg]



14 July 2009

HALLOWEEN HOCUS POCUS AT CHESSINGTON 

We dare you to walk the Black Forest Haunt…

The gates at Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo will creak open for Halloween Hocus Pocus from 23 October to 1 November 2009 to reveal plenty of spooky goings-on. 

As is traditional with Halloween Hocus Pocus - scary creatures of all ages can join in the fun by donning your best Halloween costumes. So, get your ghoulish gear on and head down to Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo.

Test your nerve with the brand new Black Forest Haunt, an interactive walk through adventure. Challenge yourself to take the walk without screaming or laughing depending on how brave you are. Be warned - scaredy cats had better take someone with them to cling on to!

Also new for 2009, a mythical Fiery Faun will be weaving enchanting tales of his homeland using magic and fire to delight the younger members of your family.

Head over to Hocus Pocus Hall Bewitched, those who have already encountered the 3D attraction where goblins run riot may be surprised to find a few extra frights to help liven up the day! 

Guests can ride hair-raising rollercoasters, including Vampire and Dragon’s Fury into the night, and get up close and personal with the Zoo’s spiders, snakes and glow-in-the-dark scorpions. 
-Ends-

Notes to Picture Editors:
· High Resolution images of Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo are available for the media to download free of charge from www.chessington.com/press  
Notes to Editors:

· Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo is part of Merlin Entertainments Group, the leading name in location based, family entertainment that has seen the most successful and dynamic growth of any company in the sector over the last five years.   The world’s No 2 visitor attraction operator, Merlin aims to deliver memorable and rewarding experiences to its 30 million visitors worldwide, through its iconic global and local brands, and the commitment and passion of its managers and 13000 employees.
· Bigger than Universal and second only to Disney, Merlin Entertainments brings together LEGOLAND, Madame Tussauds, London Eye, SEA LIFE, Gardaland, Dungeons – as well as national brands such as Alton Towers Resort, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo, Warwick Castle and Heide Park.  All brands which are distinctive, challenging and innovative – and which have great potential for growth in the future. Visit www.merlinentertainments.biz for more information.
· Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo is open from 28 March to 2 November 2009, with selected Zoo Days in September and October. Chessington Zoo and SEA LIFE Centre is also open for Zoo Days in November and December – visit www.chessington.com for further information. 

· Family ticket (2 adults and 2 children under 12) only £78 when booking in advance on the web. (On-the-Gate rate is £92 for a Family Ticket.) Family tickets for other family group sizes also available -check regularly online for sensational offers!

· Advance booking rates: £23 adults, £16 children (under 12). On-the-Gate Rates: £33 adults, £22 children (under 12). Special rates apply on Zoo Days.

· A Merlin Annual Pass gives you 12 months unlimited entry to top UK attractions including Alton Towers Resort, LEGOLAND® Windsor, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo, Madame Tussauds, The London Eye, Warwick Castle, SEA LIFE and the Dungeons. Passes cost just £150 for an individual or £400 for a family of four*. For more information visit www.annual-pass.com or why not enjoy a year full of adventures with a Chessington Annual Pass?  Visit www.chessington.com for more information.
· Height restrictions may apply on certain rides. 

· Express passes and special offers are available online when booking in advance on www.chessington.com
